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PSALM LXXIV. 22. 


Ariſe, O God, plead thine own Cauſe. 


Sur think that this pſalm was penned by that Aſaph, 
who was cotemporary with David, with a prophetical 
view to the Babyloniſh captivity. Others are of opi- 
nion, that it was written while the Church was in Baby- 
lon, under the power of that cruel and oppreſſive monar- 
chy; and that it was penned by ſome one of the poſteri- 
ty or ſucceſſors of Aſaph, who might bear his name. 
But whoever was the compoſer of it, any perſon who 
reads it with attention, can ſcarce be in any difficulty to 
know the ſad occaſion to which it refers. It contains a 
mournful account of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the x © 
army of the Chaldeans, and of the miſerable condition of | 
the Jews in their captivity. There was ſtill a number 
of that people ſuitably employed, in lamenting the deſo- 
lations of the Sanctuary, and in praying for the promiſed 
reſtoration. Jeruſalem remembered in the days of her af- 
fiction and her miſery, all the * things, which ſhe 
bad in the days of old *. 

In ver. 1. ſhe takes notice of the hand of God in all 
her troubles. O God, why haſt thou caſt us off for ever 
Why doth thine anger ſmoke againſt the ſheep of thy paſ- 
ture? She was now perſuaded, that the frowns of heaven 
had principally reduced Zion to her preſent condition. 

Had not God been offended, the ſword and fire of the 

| Chaldean army had not made ſuch havock in Judea. 
But his profeſſing people had deſpiſed and broken his 

laws, had trifled with his forbearance, and ſo drawn 

forth his juſtice againſt them. I was wroth with my peo- 
* ple, 


Lam. i. 7. 
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ple, and polluted mine inberitance, and delivered * inte 
thine hand *, ſaid he to Babylon. 

In ver, '2, 3. we have the Church's prayer for the 

Lord's ſpeedy return to reſtore her to her privileges. 

And from ver. 4. to the 1oth, we have her complaint of 


. © the cruelty, inſolence, and profaneneſs of her enemies. 


When Babylon became the rod of God's anger, the evi- 
denced herſelf to, be an inveterate enemy, both to God 
and his people, . It was not enough to ſpill much blood, 
and take many captives, but ſhe ſeemed to triumph over 
God himſelf. Their en/igus. were ſet up in that place, 
where the ſacred /gns or ſymbols. of God's preſence were 
wont to dwell. Their axes. and hammers were lifted up 
againſt the carued work of the houſe of God ; they ca/t 
fire into the ſanftuary ; and defiled the dwelling-place of 
his name. And very probably, while their unhallowed 
hands were thus buſy, their tongues were no les ſo, in 
blaſpheming the God of heaven. How long ſhall the 
adverſary blaſpheme thy name for ever ? 

From ver. 11. to the 17. the Church repeats hat xe 
queſt for the Lord's ſpeedy interpoſition in her behalf; 
and takes encouragement in praying for this, from the 
relation ſhe had to God, and from the former diſplays of 
his power for her preſervation and ſupport. | 
From ver. 18. to the cloſe of the pſalm, the infiſts „ 
the Lord's appearing to help her, from this important 
coniideration, that his own honour was deeply engaged 
in it. The cruelty of their enemies towards them, pro- 
ceeded from enmity againſt him. They not only treated 
them as a nation of {laves, but /et their mouths againſt the 
heavens. While they abuſed his people, they reproach- 
ed God himſelf. It was their being Bis peculiar people, 
that rendered their enemies ſo fierce and cruel. When 
they attempted to cut them off from being a nation, they 
intended, not only that the name of Iſrael, but alſo that 
the name of the God of lirael, ſhould be no more remem- 


bered. 
* Ifa. xlvii. 6. 
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bered. God's honour was therefore intereſted, in turning 
back the captivity of Zion, and building” his ſanctuary as 
in the days of old, in ſpite of the malice and power of his 
enemies. And hence prays the Church in the words of 
| this text, Ariſe, O God, plead thine own cauſe. 

God had a cauſe among that people. And, however 
unworthy they were of his favour and protection, it was 
neceſſary that he ſhould appear in behalf of the concerns if 
of his own glory. "Theſe the enemies ſtruck at through .- 
the ſides of his people. To overthrow that ſyſtem of re- | | 
ligion and mode of worſhip, which was eſtabliſhed among 
them by his authority, was the deſign of the Devil and 
the Chaldeans, in pillaging and deſtroying the temple, 
maſſacring the worſhippers, laying waſte, the country, 
and carrying a great part of thoſe, whom they ſpared a- 
live, captive into Babylon. It behoved therefore to be 
God's work, to reſtore his own worſhip among his peo- 
ple ; and, in order to that; to reſtore them to their own 
land, by burſting aſunder the bonds of their captivity. 
Whatever dutiful wiſhes many of them might have, for 
the reſtoration of his worſhip, yet they could do nothing 
effectual for bringing it about. They were forlorn cap- 
tives, and had the mortification to hear the multitude of 2» 
the wicked blaſpheme God's name, and ridicule his worſhip » — 
and ordinances, without having it in their power, either ö 
to prevent, or to reſent it. In fuch a ſituation, they 
ſpread out the matter before the Lord, in this prayer; 
Ariſe, O God, plead thine own cauſe. 


Wr may take the following obſervations from this . 
text. 


I. There is a cauſe, which is . God's cauſe. 
II. The cauſe of God hath its enemies, by whoſe 
| means it is ſometimes brought very low. 
III. It is God's work to plead his own cauſe. 
IV. When the cauſe of God is low, and much oppo- 
fed, his people ſhould pray for his ariſing to plead it. 
40 | | . Theſe 
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Theſe obſervations we may confider more particular- 
ly in their order, and then add the improvement. 
Ons. I. There is a cauſe, which is eminently God's 


| cauſe. O God, plead thine own cauſe. The infinite One 


having made all things, and man in particular, does not 


leave them, unheededand unregarded, to act as they pleaſe. 


He muſt have ſome intereſt or concern among them, 
which he is promoting, while he ſupports them, and re- 


gularly introduces one generation after another, upon the 


face of the earth. As every man hath ſomething or 
another, which he is deeply intereſted in and careful a- 
bout; much more muſt God have ſome cauſe or another, 
which is eminently his own, and which he is e 
in advancing. We obſerve, 

1. That this is the cauſe of his own glory. This i is 
Fil great end that God has in view, in all that he hath 
done, is doing, or will do. He could not make himſelf 
more glorious than he was from everlaſting. Being in- 
finitely great and happy in himſelf, he could not become 
more ſo. But he determined that a revelation of his 
glory ſhould be made, and that to creatures which he 
himſelf ſhould form. Accordingly, in the beginning, he 
created the heavens and the earth. He repleniſhed hea- 
ven with angels, and produced on the earth, ſuch crea- 
tures, animate and inanimate, as pleaſed him. At laſt, 
be made man after his own image, in knowledge, righteouſ- 
neſs und holineſs. Now, though God conſulted the hap- 
pineſs of his creatures, eſpecially thoſe of the rational 
kind, in creating them; yet the great deſign was to diſ- 
play his own glory. The Lord hath made all things for 
Bimſelf. All his works praiſe him. The heavens declare 


Bis glory, and the firmament. ſheweth his handy-work. 


As he made all creatures for glorifying him, according 


to their different natures ; ſo he formed man in his own 


image, after bis likeneſs, capable of beholding and ac- 


. Enowledging the glorious diſplays which. he has made f 


himſelf 


GT 
himſelf in all his works. He endowed him with a rea- 
ſonable ſoul, and gave him both a diſpoſition and power to 
glorify him actively. And to manifeſt the glory of his 
nature or perfections, is the great end of his providence. 
He upholds, orders, and directs all the various creatures 
to their proper ends, Since fin entered into the world, 
there are ſtill more aſtoniſhing diſcoveries made of the 
glory of his wiſdom, power, and juſtice, in the courſe of 
providence. Hence we ſee many things, which ſeemed 
exceedingly diſhonourable to God, turn out to the greater 
manifeſtation of his glory. When his holineſs is oppoſed 
or attacked, we frequently perceive his juſtice glorified, in 
the vindication of his injured holineſs. The miſchief of 
the wicked returns upon him, and his(violent dealing comes 
down upon his own head. And then we ought to proſe 

the Lord according to his righteouſneſs . | 

But it is not our preſent purpoſe, to enter into any 
long illuſtration of the various providences of God, as 
they are conducive to his glory. It is evident, that 
both in Creation and Providence, this is the great end he 
aims at, and ſo is the principal cauſe he is engaged in. 
He ſhews that there is none like him, neither are there any 
works like bis works. He is great, and * wonderous 
things: He is God atone +. | 

2. The enden . dne is che wess God. Ac- 
cording to the original ſtate of things at the creation, 
none but God himſelf could know, that the beauty of 
his works would be marred, and the ends of his glory 
apparently fruſtrated. He made all things very good, and 
none could ſay, that any of them would become evil. 
Yet rebellion took place in heaven; and, through the 
malice and guile of apoſtate angels, man became a rebel 
alſo. Though God had evidenced more condeſcenſion 
towards man, than he did to the angels, in conſtituting 
him a fœderal head to all his poſterity, yet he ſoon-for- 


foot 
f t vii. 16. 17. | + PC. lxxzvi. 8. 10. 


GE 


fook God that made him. And © the covenant being 
„made with him, not only for himſelf, but for all his 
poſterity; all his ordinary deſcendants were guilty of 
his firſt fin, and ſo juſtly involved in the ſame ruin with 
himſelf. By one man's diſobedience, many were made ſin- 
ners. And by the offence of an ee came upon all 
men to condemnation *, 
But God foreſaw man's ruin, and ed a ks, 

Though he did not purpoſe the recovery of the whole 
that a number of them 


rents to revolt, was, doubtleſs, to prevent or interrupt the 
diſplay God had given of his glory; and to bring diſho- 
nour on his name, by defacing the beauty and purity of 
his works. But he was not privy to the counſels of God 
from eternity. He knew not the mind of the Lord. 
And the Lord, who doth all things according to the coun- 
| fel of his own: wall, determined that a more glorious dif- 
play ſhould be given of himſelf, in the recovery of ſome 
of mankind, than was made in the creation of all things, 
Divine, free, and ſovereign Mercy, in conſequence of 
man's miſery by ſin, would triumph in his recovery, to 
the glory of Juſtice and Holineſs. For, although man's be- 
coming a ſinner, could by no means lay God under any 
neceſlity to ſhew mercy unto him; yet it gave occafion . 
to mercy to vent through a Surety, which otherwiſe could 
not have aken place. Hereby: we have the moſt incom- 
parable diſplay of God's wiſdom, love, and grace, in ta- 
king occaſion to glorify himſelf, from the. entrance of that 
evil into the world, which was fo contrary to his nature and 
perfections, ſtruck immediately againſt his authority and 
government, and ſeemed to threaten the * de- 
ſtruction of all his works in this world. _ 
Nor did God need to deliberate how to repair the ho- 
noue of his name, after man was fallen ö | 
*. ſee 


, 
* Rom, v. 18, 19. 7 
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ſee meet, for his own holy and wiſe ends, to prevent that e- 
vent; yet he foreſaw it, and the plan for the ſalvation of 
the choſen was drawn from eternity. His own dear Son 
was ſet up to be their Surety from everlaſting, from the be- 
ginning, ere ever the earth was *. Their help was laid 
upon this mighty One, and he was irrevocably appointed fi 
and engaged to do and endure, all that was neceſſary from | 
the nature of the law and juſtice of God, in order to their 1 
ſalvation. | | 

The faving of men, therefore, to his owh glory, we con- 
ſider as the great cauſe of God upon the earth. The motto 
of it is juſt what the angels ſung, Glory to God in the 
higheſt, and on earth, peace; good will towards men +. 
Hence 1t 1s often in his word, called God's Salvation. The 
Lord hath made known hit ſalvation.—All the ends of the 
earth have ſeen the ſalvation of our Godt. It is likewiſe em- 
phatically called tbe pleaſure of the Lord 5, being that 
which he has the greateſt pleaſure and delight in; for the 
Lord delighteth in mercy ||. He over-rules and manages all 
things in the kingdom of providence, for carrying on this 
work in the Church. And to this putpoſe, Chriſt is ſaid 

to have all things put under his feet, and to be given to be 
' Head over all things to the Church, which is his body**.  _ 

3. All the means of ſalvation belong to the cauſe of - 
God. Having purpoſed the ſalvation of finners to his 
own glory, he gave a revelation of it, and appointed 

means; in the uſe of which, he beſtows that ſalvation. 

\ The great mean is that revelation which he hath made of 
himſelf by his word unto men. This is of ſo much im- 
portance and neceſſity unto ſalvation, that we have no 
reaſon to think, that any are ſaved, who do not enjoy it. 

Where there is no viffon, the people periſh. There is no o- 
ther name than Chriſt's given under heaven among men, 
whereby they can be ſaved. And how can "_ Ro on 


him, who have never beard of ham? 
B The 


Prov. viii. 23. 1 Luke ii, 14. Pal. xeviii 2. 3. 5 IIa. Un. 10. 
1 Mic. vii. 19. ** Eph. i. 22. : 
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The revelation of the good news was brought from the 
far country by Chriſt himſelf, very ſoon after man had 
broken covenant with God. He who hath all along, as 


the great Prophet, been preaching righteouſneſs in the great 
congregation of the viſible Church, began to preach it to 


the firſt congregation of ſinners, conſiſting only of two per- 


ſons ; Gen. iii. 15. He faid, to the confuſion of the devil, 
and the comfort of the guilty pair, I will put enmity Be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
feed : he ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſpalt bruiſe his heel. 
The revelation of the myſtery of ſalvation through Chriſt, 
came, in proceſs of time, to be more extended and enlarg- 
ed, under the miniſtry of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and 
other preachers of righteouſneſs, in what are called the pa- 
triarchal ages; and by Moſes, Id other Prophets, under 
that peculiar, and typical diſpenſation, appointed among 
the Jews. At length the doctrines and duties, which are 
the matter of the Church's faith and practice, were more 
fully, clearly, and plainly taught and enforced by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. In the apoſtolic age, the canon of ſcrip- 
ture, which contains ©* what man is to believe concerning 
God, and what duty God requires of man,” was complet- 
ed; and a moſt awful threatening pointed againſt the man, 
who ſhould be ſo preſumptuous as either to add to, or take 
from it. Theſe ſcriptures contain every part of the mind 
and will of God, which he ſaw neceſſary to reveal, for his 
own glory, or the happineſs of mankind. The ſcriptures, 
fays an Apoſtle, are able to make wiſe unto ſalvation; and 
to make the man of God perfect, throughly furniſhed to all 
good works. 

It follows, that all the truths latained 1 in divine reve- 
lation, the knowledge, faith, and practice of which is ne- 
ceſlary to the glory of God, and the ſpiritual advantage 
or edification of men, muſt belong to the cauſe of God. 
About the maintenance, preſervation, and ſucceſs of all 
theſe truths, he is ever careful; and cannot, even to the 

end, 
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end, ſuffer ſo much as one of them tobe loſt. He hath in every 
paſt age proved, in the moſt undeniable manner, that bis eyes 
' Dave ever been upon, and his hand about them. Though the 
moſt, if not all of them, have had their enemies in one 
period or another, yet till this day, we have them all 
pure and entire in the ſcriptures. And if God hath pre- 
ſerved them inviolate, it muſt be daring and preſumptuous 
in any man to repreſent any of them as ſmall, circumſtantial, 
and trifling; and to reckon it a matter of indifference, 
whether the Church contend for many of them or noc. 
In human compoſitions, there may be both a defect, and 
an exceſs ; too little ſaid at one time, and too much at an- 
other. But who will be fo bold, as to charge infallible 
wiſdom with either of theſe? If they were all dictated 
by the Spirit of God, & none pretending to the Chriſti- 
an name can deny,) they muſt be all neceſſary, precious, 
and profitable. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and i 15 profitable for doArme, for reproof, for correcti- 
on, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs ®. 

And while God hath written in the ſcriptures, all theſe 
doctrines and duties, which are to be believed and prac- 
tiſed by men, ſo he hath commanded, that theſe be open- 
ly publiſhed and explained, by the preaching of the word. 
His ſervants muſt not hun to declare the whole. counſel of 
God. Whatever he hath embodied in the ſcriptures, as 
the matter of the Church's faith, is to be the matter of their 
preaching. Our Lord expreſsly required his diſciples to 
go and teach all nations, by teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever he had commanded them, And the Apo- 
{ile Paul (Rom. xvi. 25, 26.) intimates, that by the preaching 
of Yeſus Cbriſt, as well as by the ſcriptures, the myſtery of 
falvation, was made non to all nations for the obedience 
, faith. 

As the cauſe of God is thus among thoſe of dna, 
who are favoured with ſupernatural * and who 


are . 
* 2, Tim. iii. 16, 
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are ordinarily called the viſible Church; ſo the Lord hath 
formed this Church into a regular organized body. He 
hath given to it laws, ſtatutes, and ordinances, peculiar to 
itſelf, Though it muſt of neceſſity he among the kingdoms 
of this world, yet it is diſtinct from them. My Kingdom, 
faith Chriſt,” 7s not of this world. He who is God's elect 
King, ſet upon His holy hill of Sion, hath appointed therein 


a government under himſelf. He hath made, by his au- - 


thority, a diſtinction between teachers and taught, rulers 
and ruled. He ſet ſome in the church, firſt apoſtles, ſecon- 
darily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, gifts 
of healing, Belps, governments*. To ſome he hath ſaid, Tate 
heed unto yourſelves, and to the flock, over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the Church of God 
which he hath purchaſed with hin blood +. To others 
he hath ſaid, Obey them which have the rule over you, and 
Submit yourſelves ; for they watch for your ſouls, as they 
that muſt give account f. As all belonging to his viſible 
kingdom, are not, or do not become his real ſubjects; and 
as even thoſe, who are ſaved to his glory, remain imper- 
fect in this life; a government was neceſſary, for main- 
taining good order, peace, and purity, in the kingdom, 
And accordingly, he hath directed the rulers in his 
Church, to watch over the reſt of his ſubjeQs; to inſtruct, 


lead forward, encourage, and comfort, ſuch as are enabled 
to cleave to the profeſſion of his name, and to adorn it by 


a holy converſation; and hath alſo directed them what 
means to uſe, for convincing and reclaiming thoſe, who 


by the badneſs of their principles or manners, contradict 


the rule of faith and duty, which he hath eſtabliſhed. _ 
_ He hath appointed the various ordinances of worſhip, 
which are to be conſcientiouſly obſerved by thoſe profeſ. 
ſing to fear his name. To none hath he given either or- 


der or permiſſion, to contrive ſuch a mode of worſhip 


as may ſeem good in their fight: nor hath he delegated 
_ 


* x Cor. xii. 28, Acts xx. 28. f Heb. xiii,” 17, _ 
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any to improve upon his ordinances, by either adding to, 
or taking from-them. The ſpiritual temple, with all its 
furniture, is planned and conſtructed by wiſdom all-ſuffi- 
cient, and can ftand in no need of any embelliſhments or 
decorations, which have not Divine authority expreſsly 
youching them. Shall a pin be taken away. or miſplaced, 
he muſt count it a robbery; ſhall one be added, he cannot 
but ſay, Who hath required this at your band? In vain 
do they worſhip ham, teaching for doctrines the. command- 
ments of men. 

Now all theſe truths, ordinances, and ly: which the 
Lord hath made known to, and appointed in his Church, 
are to be conſidered as belonging to his Cauſe. They 
are all defigned for, and by his bleſſing are made condu- 
cive unto his glory, and theWlvation of mens ſouls. By 
the revelation of the truth contained in the. written word, 
and by the preaching of it in the Church by a ſtanding 
Goſpel Miniſtry ; the ele& are from time to time gather- 
ed in, and made to grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Ghrift, Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. By a due obſervation of all the ordinan- 
ces of his worſhip, his people ſerve and glorify. him, and 
they have the bleſſings belonging to the ſtate of grace 
daily beſtowed on them. By theſe ordinances, commu- 
nion between God and them is maintained in the militant 
Church, their conformity to God is promoted, and they 
are gradually made meet for a place in the Church tri- 
umphant. Bebolding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, 
they are changed into the ſame image from glory to glory, 
by the Spirit of the Lord. The government and diſcipline 
of the Church, managed according to Divine preſcription, 
is a ſpecial mean in the Lord's hand, of-maintaining her 
purity, both in her ordinances and members. It 1s not 
the deſign of this ſpiritual government, to lord it over 
God's heritage, but to Belp forward their jay. And the 
moſt awful cenſures appointed to be diſpenſed in certain 

x cales, 
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caſes, are not deſigned for mens deſtrufion, but for their 
_edzfication. Though ſometimes through menscorruption and 
obſtinacy, they may have a dreadful effect; yet the reveal- 
ed defign of their glorious Author, is the benefit of Church. 
members. Even the higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of 
diſcipline, that of Excommunication from the Church, 
is expreſsly declared to be for the deftrudtion of the 
fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord 
Jeſus. And though theſe cenſures may be ſlightly thought 
of, and deſpiſed by too many who are ſo unhappy as to fall 
under them; yet they are means appointed for convincing 
of fin and ſcandal, and ſo of promoting ſanQtification, by 
leading to ſee the neceſſity of renewed applications to the 
blood and grace of the Redeemer. They have been bleſſ- 
ed for this end in the e ce of many. As all theſe 
ordimances,therefore, tend to promote the glory of God, 

and the ſalvation of ſouls, they are all to be conſidered as 
belonging to his cauſe. 

4. The Cauſe of God hath been always the ſame ma- 
terially, though it hath aſſumed different forms. Though 
he did not in the beginning, make the Church's s light to 
break forth all at once, with that luſtre and clearneſs it 
now ſhines with, nor adopted that preciſe order and form 
of ordinances He hath now appointed in her; the illuſtra- 
tion of his own glory, in the ſalvation of finners, is the great 
defign He hath all along been advancing. The light of 
revelation was at firſt like that of the morning, but gra- 
dually increaſed, till it became like a perfect day, when 
the writings of inſpiration were completed. Yet how- 
ever faint the Church's light, during the ancient ages, 
was, compared with that ſhe now enjoys under the New- 
teſtament diſpenſation; the cauſe of God was the ſame, 
and was ſupported and promoted then, as well as at pre- 
ſent. Though different external modes of diſpenſation 
have taken place by divine authority in different periods; 
yet the matter or e of them has been nothing dif- 
ferent. | He 


( x5 ) 
He hath always been known by ſome as the God of 
falvation, ſince he revealed himſelf in the firſt promiſe. 
He hath all along been carrying on that work, and that 
through Jeſus Chrift, who is the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. The truths and duties made known by E- 
noch, Noah, and others, could differ nothing, as to the 
matter of them, from thoſe taught in a following age by 
Moſes. And thoſe taught by Mofes and the Prophets, 
were the ſame that were afterwards preached by Chrift 
and his Apoſtles. There was not one Goſpel made known 
to the Church prior to Chriſt's appearance, and another 
Goſpel ſubſtituted in its room at his coming. There is not, 
there cannot be an old, and a new Goſpel. It has ever 
been the ſame from the beginning. It was that one and 
the ſelf-ſame Spirit of God, who ſpake by the Apoſtles, 
who alſo ſpake by the Patrfarchs and Prophets of old. So 
the Apoſtle Peter teaches us, (1 Ep. iii. 9.) chat Chriſt 
went by his Spirit, and preached to the diſobelh 
the days of Noah, who on account of their v 
diſobedience to his voice, were caſt into the priſon of hell. 
And (chap. i. 11.) he ſays, that the Spirit of Chriſt which 
was in the Prophets, did te/tify beforehand the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow. If therefore, the 
| fame holy Spirit /pake by the mouth of the holy Prophets, 
which have been fince the world began, it muſt follow, that 
the Church's faith, for the matter of it, has been always 
the ſame. The holy Ghoſt could not dictate or inſpire 
one ſyſtem of doctrines and duties in one age, and another 
or contrary ſyſtem in a following age. He is ever the 
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W- Spirit of truth; and the truth is unalterable and eternal, 
88, becauſe he the Author of it is ſo. | 

v Thus whatever external form or appearance the Church 
e, of God had in a former period, different from what ſhe 
e- now has; his Cauſe in her is no other than it was. He 
on hag always been advancing the intereſt of his declarative 


glory, and the ſalvation of elect ſinners; in ſpite of the 
f. | Devil, 
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| Devil, fin, and wicked men. He hath always te on 


that work by the ſame means of a revelation of himſelf, 
as reconciled in Chriſt. For to Chriſt gave all the Pro- 
Pbets, as well as Apoſtles wztne/ſs, that, whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould receive remiſſion fins. In every age God 
hath received the Church's worſhip and homage, thouglt 
by means of ordinances very different as to their external 
form. The like precious faith, and other ſpiritual graces, 
were exerciſed by true worſhippers, in the burdenſome, 
expenſive, and typical ſervices of the ceremonial law; 
which are now exerciſed by ſaints, attending upon the 
plain and ſimple ordinances of the New-teftament Church. 
And the ſame ſpiritual bleſſings were communicated to 
the believing ſeed of Abraham, which are beſtowed upon 
believers among the Gentiles. - yon WY 

5. The Cauſe of God is to be known from the ſcrip- 
tures. He hath not left men to their own conjectures a- 
bout this, of a others, the moſt important matter. It is 
fully and plainly delineated in that more ſure word of pro- 


phecy, unto which we do well to take heed. For to the law, 


and to. the teſtimony, faith God, if they ſpeak not according 
to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them. It is 


owing to men's pride, folly, and ignorance, that they of- 


ten imagine many things to belong to the cauſe of God, 


which are unworthy of it, and perhaps directly oppoſite 
unto it. Hence vain, inſignificant, and ſuperſtitious forms 


and ceremonies, and often deſtructive and damnable errors, 


have been openly avowed, and rigidly contended for, as 
neceſſary things in religion. Men have fancied theſe to 


be good and true, becauſe favourable to their vanity, in- 


tereſt, or corruption, and have reckoned that God did ſo 
too. But it 1s not what they fancy or invent, but what 
God hath authoriſed in his word, that we are to believe 
and receive as belonging to his Cauſe. 


Ads x. 43 


„ 
When Moſes was commanded to make the tabernaele, 


the form, faſhion, and materials of it, were not left to his 


own wiſdom and diſcretion. He had an exact pattern, and 
a particular direction about every part of it, given to him; 
and all ſanctioned by this peremptory memento, See that 


" thou make all things according to the pattern ſhewed to thee 


in the mount. In like manner hath God written in the 
ſcripture, whatever belongs to his Cauſe on the earth. 
All theſe doctrines, duties, and ordinances, which the 
Church is bound to receive and abide by, are recorded 
there. All that is neceſſary to be believed and practiſed by 
Chriſtians, is to be found there, either in expreſs terms, 


or by drawing juſt and proper concluſions from ſcripture-, 
| premiſes. The law of the Lord is perfect, wanting nothing. 


It can be no excuſe for perſons, who live in a period of 


the Church, wherein diviſions abound. that, amidſt the 


multitude of ſeparate communions, they are at a loſs to 
know in which the Cauſe of God is moſt juſtly ſtated and 
maintained; and, therefore, they will either remain uncon- 
nected with any, or incorporate themſelves with that one, 

which is moſt for their conveniency or intereſt. Had they 
no infallible criterion, whereby to judge of different prin- 
ciples and profeſſions, the difficulty would be real, and 
might ſufficiently apologize for ſuch conduct. But, ſeeing 
they have acceſs to the ſcriptures of truth, there is rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect, that their ſetting their conſciences at eaſe, 
by means of ſuch an objection, flows from indifferency a- 
bout knowing what properly belongs to the Cauſe of 
God, and what not. An Apoſtle directs us in theſe words, 

Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whe 
ther they be of God*. When the Jews objected to, yea, 


denied that our Lord was the Chriſt, the Son of God, he re- 


ferred them to the ſcriptures. John v. 39. Search the 
ſeriptures, for they are they which teſtify of me. Every 
relqgious principle ſhould be brought to that bar, and we 
ſhould cleave to it or not, as it is found to ſtand or fall there. 
C Nor 
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Nor ſhould men ſtrengthen themſelves in ſcepticiſm 
and indifferency about the Cauſe of God, by alleging 
farther, that all parties appeal to the ſcriptures, and pre- 
tend to found their peculiar ſchemes thereon; and there- 
fore they ſtill remain in difficulty to know the truth. But 
will it flow from this, that the word of God gives an un- 
certain ſound ? Surely the abuſe made of it by men can 
never render it an uſeleſs word. Though many unffable 
fouls have wrefted the ſcriptures to their own deſtruttion, 
yet they do not from tlis ceaſe to be an infallible rule of 
faith and manners. The Lord hath promiſed ſufficient 
light and direction to ſuch as ſearch the ſcriptures, with an 
. earneſt deſire to know his mind in them. The meek he will 
teach his way: I will inſtruct thee, and teach thee, with 
mine eye ſet on thee, I will ſhew direttion. So that the hum- 
ble, unprejudiced, praying, and believing Chriſtian, will 


| be at noloks to find information in the word of God, about 


what belongs to that great and glorions Cauſe, which he 
is carrying on among men. But we goon to © 
Ons. II. which is, That God's Cauſe hath its enemies, 
by whoſe means, it is ſometimes brought very low. When 
we cotifider the juſtice: and exeellency of God's Cauſe, 
how glorifying it is to himſelf, and how advantageous it is 
to men, we might juſtly wonder that it ſhould be oppo- 
| fed. But when we reflect, That fin hath made both De- 
vils and Men God's enemies, our wonder at the oppoſi- 
tion made to his intereſts in the world muſt ceaſe. His 
Cauſe is directly againſt the kingdom of Satan, and there- 
fore, is expoſed to the malice and force of the powers of 
darkneſs, and of all in this world, who are in alliance with 
them, or under their controul. This hath been the caſe 
in all ages. Though the ungodly crew have been more 
| ſucceſsful in their oppoſition in ſome periods than others, 
and have at times been permitted, in adorable ſovereignty, 
to bring tlie Cauſe of God into a very low ſtate; yet af all 
times their enmity againſt jt hath been the ſame. Often 
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has the Church had occaſion to utter the mournful com- 
plaints, in the preceding context; and to pray as in this 
text, Ariſe, O God, plead thine own Cauſe. We ſhall here 
take notice of a few claſſes of thoſe, whom the ſcripture 


points out as enemies to the Cauſe of God. 


1. The Devil is the chief adverſary of it. He ſeems 
very early to have manifeſted his enmity againſt God. 
It is probable, that he had not been long an Angel, before 
he became a Devil. Not content with holding the firſt 
place among God's creatures, he would be lite the High eft 


| himſelf, and therefore was brought down to Bell, to the 


fades of the pit. Being lifted up with pride, he was con- 
demned to eternal perdition. Yet as the heavieſt wrath - 
of the Almighty cannot mollify an enemy, ſo the dread- . 
fal and deſperate condition he is m, rather whets his ma- 
lice than ſubdues it. Accordingly, ſoon after man was 
made, his infernal ingenuity or ſubtlety- was exerted to 


work his ruin, and, through the permiſſion of God, was 


ſucceſsful: On this account he 1s fitly called a murderer 

From the beginning. Seeing he could not be like God, or 
equal to him, he would uſe every effort to thwart his oF 
ſigns, and, if poſſible, to draw a veil over his glory. But 
the counſel of this froward ons hath ever been carried 
headlang, and ever ſhall. 

Since the firſt covenant was broken, and the myſtery 
of ſalvation, through the new covenant, revealed, all the op- 
poſition made to the Cauſe of God, in every age, is to be 
conſidered, as chiefly influenced by Satan. This great 
dragon and his angels, have ever been warring againſt the 

intereſts of the Redeemer. Whatever external oppoſition 
hath been made to theſe, and in whatever manner, it has 
always been managed with his approbation, and under his 
influence. - He is the prince of the power of the air, and the 

Hirit that worketh in the children of diſobedience, Since 

Cain, who was of that wicked one, flew his brother, becauſe 

he was a friend to God's righteous Cauſe, all the blood 

| that 
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that hath been ſhed on truly religious accounts, hath been 
deſigned for impeding and overturning that Cauſe, and 


advanoing the intereſts of hell. And while all the open 
violence offered to religion, and its profeſſors, - hath been 


principally managed by the devil; ſo he is to be conſider- 


ed as the prime author of all thoſe more ſecret, and we 
may add, more dangerous ſchemes, that have been form- 
ed to undermine it, Whatever error or corruption hath 
been impoſed at any time, under the notion of truth and 
duty, hath had this enemy of all righteouſneſs as the fa- 
ther of it. John viii. 44. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, becauſe there is no 
truth in him : When he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his 
own ; for he is a liar, and the father of it. And he who 


is the father of lies, is alſo the father of all the deſperate 


enemies of God's Cauſe, according to the beginning of the 
ſame verſe: Ye are of your father the devil, and the luſta 
of your father ye will do. | 

2. Perſecutors of God's people, are enemies to his 
Cauſe. Often hath the torrent of enmity againſt God, 
been turned to ſweep away the friends of his intereſt in the 
world. Wicked men, and foes to God, have thought 
this a promiſing method to ruin godlineſs. And hence, 
both under the Old and New-teſtament diſpenſation, the 
moſt unrelenting cruelties have been exerciſed againſt the 
Church. They have ſaid in their hearts, let us deſtroy 
them together. The dead Bodies of his ſervants, have they 
given to be meat to the fowls of heaven ; the fleſh of his 
ſaints to the beaſts of the earth, their blood have they ſhed 
like water round about Jeruſalem," and there was none to 
bury them. The friends of God's Cauſe, have Bad tri- 
als of cruel mockings and ſcourgings; yea, moreover, of 


Bonds and impriſonments. They have been ſtoned, ſawn a- 


funder, been tempted, and flain with the ſword : They have 
wandered about in Jheep-ſtins, and goat-ſtins, being deſti- 


- tuts, 
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tate, afflicted, and tormented ; of whom the world was not 
worthy : They have wandered in deſerts, and in mountains, 
in dens, and caves of the earth: They have been tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
reſurrection x. In ſhort, both divine and human hiſto- 
ries, inform us of ſo many various and aſtoniſhing modes 
of cruelty, uſed againſt the friends of God's Cauſe, that 
one would be ready to imagine, that the ingenuity. and 
invention of hell, is by this time ſo exhauſted, as to be 
incapable of forming a new ſcheme for their deſtruction. 
Now let all the perſecutions that ever have been car- 
ried on, againſt the profeſſors of the Bible-religion, be 
traced to their ſource, and they will be found to have pro- 
ceeded from erimity againſt God and his Cauſe in the 
world. So they are accounted for in this Pſalm, particu- 
larly in the following clauſes: Remember how the fooliſh 
man reproacheth thee daily. Forget not the voice of thine 
enemies. The tumult of thoſe that riſe up againſt thee, in- 
creaſeth continually. They were enemies to God's Iſrael, 
but they ſtruck at God himſelf through their fides. And 
our Lord, in his parting ſermon to his diſciples, warns 
them, both of the perſecution they would meet with, and 
the cauſe of it. John xv. 20, 21. Remember the word 
that I ſaid unto you, the ſervant is not greater than his 
Lord : If they have perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute 
you. And all theſe things will they do unto you, for my 
name's ſake, becauſe they have not known him that ſent me. 
So that he conſiders himſelf deeply intereſted in all the 
perſecution and tribulation his people have to endure : It is 
for his name's ſake. The blow that reaches them, he con- 
fiders as levelled at himſelf. On this account, the moſt 
awful and certain vengeance is denounced againſt perſe- 
cutors. Pſal. vii. 13. He hath prepared for him the inſtru- 
ments of death: he ordaineth his arrows againſt the per ſecu- 
tors. Their miſchief ſhall return upon themſelves, and 
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their violent dealing ſhall come down wpþon their own 
beads. | | 
3. The Caufe of God hath been, and ſtill continues to 
be, much oppoſed by the Antichriſtian Intereſt. Anti. 
chriſt is the great enemy of the Lord and his Anointed, in 
Ne teſtament times. He is that man of fin, the ſon of 
perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that 
1 called God, or that is worſhipped; fo that Be 
as God fitteth in the temple of God, fſhewing himſelf 
that be is GO He arrogates that power to himſelf, 
which can belong to God alone, and teaches men 10 give 
God's glory to ethers, and his praiſe to grauen images. 
Though he pretends to pay a great deal of reſpect to 
Chrift, yet his whole ſyſtem tends to rob the Redeemer 
of his glory, and to divert ſinners from reſting upon him 
alone for ſalvation. According to his blaſphemous ſcheme, 
that text, x Pet. i. 19. muſt be read inverted. We are 
not redeemed with the precious blood of Cbriſt, but with 
corruptible things, ſuch as filver and gold. He is an ene- 
my to the purity, plainneſs, and ſimplicity of the Goſpel 

Baz though the cauſe of Antichriſt is directly oppoſite 
to the Cauſe of God, it has notwithſtanding met with re- 
markable reception among men. There was a time when 
the world wondered after the beaſt ; and when —— 
of the earth were of one mind, to give their power and 
Arengtb to him. In Rev. 19. 1. John, in viſion, ſaw the 
mother of harlots /itting upon many waters: and theſe are 
explained, ver. 15. to be peoples, and multitudes, and na- 
tions, and tongues. And in ver. 18. ſhe is ſaid to reign 
over the kings of the earth. | 

Having ſuch an extenſive and cont deninioncte- | 
tichriſt ſeemed to ſtand fair to be the moſt ſucceſsful ene- 
my to the Cauſe and People of God, hat ever appeared 
upon the earth. And his power, for many ages, was ex- 
erted with inexpreſſible perſeverance and vigour, to wear 
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out the ſaints of the Moſt High. Often was tbe mother 
of harlots drunk with the blood of the ſaints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jeſus. And when God's time of 
beginning to plead his controverſy againſt her came, i 
her was found the blood of prophets, yy agus, and of 
all that were ſlain upon the earth. | 

4. God's Cauſe hath been, and ſtill is mich oppoſed 
and injured, by many who profeſs friendſhip to it. There 
are multitudes of perſons and ſocieties, who all have their 
ovvn peculiar notions about this and the other article of 
religion. Each of theſe pretend to be the true friends of 
God's Cauſe; and moſt ordinarily, the peculiar principle 
by which they differ from other ſocieties, though it fre- 
quently happens to be a miſtake or error, is moſt ſtub- 
bornly contended for, as belonging to the Cauſe of God. 
Yet from a ſober and unprejudiced examination, of the 
different ſchemes of principles among profeſſing Chriſtians, 
by the ſtandard of ſcripture, they may be found, each in 
their place, conſpiring to hurt the Cauſe of God, in one 
point or another. Time would fail us, to take particular 
notice of the various inſtances, that might be FRY 
for the illuſtration of this particular. 

There is, perhaps, no part of the Cauſe of God, as it 
lies in the ſcripture, but hath been oppoſed, or is fo in the 
preſent age. What a group of heretics, and heretical ſo- 
cieties, have peſtered the viſible Church? Men have had 
the daring effrontery, to attack the ſcripture-doQtrine a- 
bout the Trinity; the doctrine of the true God-head, and 
proper Prieſt-hood of Jeſus Chriſt ; and of the God-head 
and work of the Holy Spirit. They have contradicted 
the ſcripture account of man's original ſinfulneſs, and ab- 
ſolute incapacity to do any thing for his own recovery; 
and denied that our ſalvation can only be of free grace, 
through a Mediator. Theſe and other material doctrines 
of ſcripture, have been oppoſed, and the contrary errors 
advanced and propagated with the moſt ungodly” zeal. 
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And there have been ſocieties erected upon the bottom of 
theſe damnable hereſies. It is lamentable, that a man 
here, and another there, ſhould be left to vent them; and 
that, perhaps, in the boſom of a Church, whoſe creed 
contains very oppolite doctrines: but it is truly awful, 
that there ſhould ever have been in the world, ſocieties 
and congregations, profeſſing to be the followers of 
Arius, Socinus, and Jacobus Arminius. But by theſe 
means, Satan has played a ſucceſsful game, for ruining 
multitudes of precious ſouls ; for he knows well, that a 
perſon holding what the ſcripture calls damnuble here/ies x, 
whatever his pretenſions to virtue and piety may be, is 
as ſure of deſtruction, if mercy prevent not, as the man of 
no religion at all. | 

How many have proved themſelves enemies to the 
plan of Goſpel-ordinances, laid down in the word of God? 
Though the ſimplicity and plainneſs of New-teſtament in- 
ſtitutions be their glory, yet this has rendered them offen- 
five to ſome men. And becauſe God did not ſuit his or- 
dinaces to their taſle, they have done it for themſelves. In 
how many Churches called. Chriſtian, and even reformed, 
are Goſpel-ordinances clogged with human inventions ? 
Superſtition hath ſo metamorphoſed them, that ſcarce a 
remaining feature of their divine form is to be found. 
Surely had God ſeen an external ſhew of grandeur, and 
numberleſs'ceremonies in his worſhip neceſſary, he would 
not have laid aſide the typical diſpenſation. He would 
not have ſuffered the ancient temple to be pillaged and 
razed, had he had any pleaſure in magnificent temples 
made with hands ; nor would he have permitted the hand- 
writing of ordinances to, be blotted out, if his worſhip 
could not be maintained acceptably, without a multitude 
of idle ceremonies. But this he hath done ; and hath ex- 
preſsly declared, that the chief thing to be attended to in 
his worſhip, is to perform it in ſpirit and in truth. 
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It is alſo well known, | that the form of government 
and diſcipline, which the Lord hath appointed in his 
Church in New-Teſtament times, hath been almoſt gene- 
rally ſet aſide, and other modes of government ſubſtituted 
in 1ts room. Theſe human modes of government differ, 
indeed, between themſelves, but they are all equally op- 
poſite to that which is ſtamped with God's authority. It 
is plain from his Word, that Chriſt is the alone King and 
Head of the Church; and that, under him, the govern- 
ment is lodged in the hands of her Office-bearers, acting 
together with equality of power. Yet it is too well 
known, that the Headſhip of Chriſt hath been uſurped, 
not only by Popes, (for that is no wonder, conſidering 
that Antichriſt is the Redeemer's great enemy), but by 
proteſtant Kings; who, though they have profeſſed to 
throw off the yoke of Antichriſt, yet they have, in this 
inſtance, placed themſelves in his chair. And while the 
Redeemer's Headſhip over the Church hath been uſurp- 
ed by thele, the key of government and diſcipline, 
which he hath given to Miniſters of the goſpel, has been 
wreſted from them by others, claiming a ſuperiority of 
office above them, which the ſcripture no where warrants. 
By others, the government of the Church is pretended to 
be lodged in the community of the faithful, which is as 
much as to ſay, that there 1s no government appointed in 
her. at all; for-it is abſurd to ſpeak of government, where 
there is no diſtinction between rulers and ruled. 
We might add to this, that often where the external 
form of government is 'maintained, by a parity among 
Church-officers, much injury has been done to the work 
and cauſe of God, by a tyrannical adminiſtration. It is 
notorious, that Church power has been exerted to oppreſs 
the heritage of God, by enforcing and confirming ſtatutes 
and ordinances, which never originated from the God of 
heaven. And when ecclefiaſtical authority, is ſtretched 
to injure the liberties and privileges of Chriſtians, it may 
D | be 
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be preſumed, that thoſe guilty of this, are among the 
haughty and unnatural ſhepherds, againſt whom God 
brings that charge; Ezek. xxxiv. 4. With force, and with 
cruelty have ye ruled them. 

Theſe are only a few of many inſtances that might 

be produced, of the oppoſition that is made to the Cauſe 
of God, by different bodies of Chriſtians, who yet all pre- 
'tend to be cleaving to it. And though we would be ve- 
ry far from conſidering them on a level with the deſpe- 
rate enemies of religion, which we mentioned in former 
particulars, yet in ſo far as their reſpective ſchemes, do 
not agree with the /aw and teſtimony, they are to be conſi- 
dered as doing injury to the Cauſe of heaven. For, if 
theſe truths, ordinances of worſhip, and form of govern- 
ment, which God hath revealed and enjoined by his au- 
thority, tend to promote his glory, in the converſion, edi- 
fication, and complete ſalvation of ſouls, then every devi- 
ation from theſe, muſt have ſome oppoſite tendency. 

5. The Cauſe of God hath, and ſtill continues, to ſuf- 
fer, from thoſe who are careleſs and indifferent about it. 
There are many who count themſelves happy, in taking 
no part in any of the diſputes about religion. They reckon 
every party equally fooliſh, in troubling themſelves with 
it. Whether God have a Cauſe upon the earth, they 
know not, neither do they care. Godlineſs is the objet 
of their contempt and ridicule. If they do not abſolutely 
deny a heaven or a hell, yet they are indifferent whether 
they get to the former, or drop into the'latter. Like Gal- 
ho, they care for none of theſe things. Theſe are a ſet of 
deſperate men, who deſpiſe and neglect the great ſalvation. 
They live, perhaps, thoughtful 'about every thing, but 

Fr the one thing needful. The dream, however, will be 
Il 7 broke, if not mercifully in time, at leaſt when ſuch deſpi- 
ö fers, muſt behold, and wonder, and periſh. 

1 There are others, who profeſs great concern about re- 
= - gion, but are indifferent and careleſs in regard to the 
1 | | | public 
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public Cauſe of God. They reckon, that if they be 
ſaved themſelves, to have any care about the ſtate of reli- 
gion in the Church, is none of their buſineſs. They will 
be happy to have an intereſt in the Redeemer, but know 
nothing about being grieved, though hes Crown be pro- 
faned, by being caſt to the ground, If they hear and be 
edified, by the ſound words of the Goſpel themſelves, 
they are indifferent though thouſands of ſouls around 
them, be poiſoned with falſe doctrine. If they get com- 
munion with Chriſt at a ſacramental table, it gives them 
no offence, though whoremongers or drunkards fit on 
each hand of them. To rive for the faith of the Goſpel ; 
to contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the ſaints; 
and to have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs, are exhortations no more attended to, than if 
they were not in the Bible, 

But we find, that ſuch a temper and diſpoſition, is not 
like that of the moſt eminent ſaints recorded in ſcripture. 
They manifeſted their zeal for the Cauſe of God, in op-. 

| Poſition to the corruptions of the age they lived 1 in. Take 
the man according to God's heart for an example : The 
zeal of God's houſe did eat him up. For the ſake of bzs 
brethren and companions, as well as for the ſake of his own 
ſoul, be ſaid, Peace be within Jeruſalem. And becauſe of the 
houſe of the Lord his God, he fought her good *. There 
are times, when the call in Providence is, Who ts on the 
Lord's fide, let him come unto me? And it muſt be both 
rebellious and ungrateful, for perſons pretending to be 
ſaints, to, hear ſuch a call with indifference. Such a 
diſpoſition is hateful in the fight of God, and very ſeverely 
rebuked by him. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hoſts, This 
people ſay, The time is not come, the time that the Lord's 
houſe ſhould be built. Then came the word of the Lord by 

tbe Propbet, ſaying, 1s it time for you, O ye, to dwell in 
your ceiled houſes, and this houſe lie waſte f? The Lord 

Was 
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was not only offended at the Babylonians, who pulled 
down and laid waſte the houſe ; but with thoſe carnal, care- 
leſs, and timorous Jews, who neglected. the rebuilding of 
it. Therefore, thoſe perſons, who are indifferent a- 
bout the Cauſe of God, are to be conſidered as acting a 
very undutiful part againſt it. In as far as they are not 
with Chriſt, in reſpect of a pure, honeſt, and zealous pro- 
feſſion of his whole cauſe ; in ſo far they are again/t him, 
Joining in the general confederacy to bear down his 
Cauſe, and to keep it down. He that is not with me, is 
againſt me; and he that gathereth not with me, ee 
abroad. We now proceed to 

Ozs. III. which is, That it is God's work to plead his 
own Cauſe. Ar:/e, O God, plead thine own Cauſe: The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Advocate with the Father, is 
continually pleading this Cauſe in heaven. Ifa. Ixii. 1. 
For Zion's ſake, will I not hold my peace, and for Feruſa- 
lem's ſake, I will not reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof go 
forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth. But the prayer in the text, ſeems to refer 
to the maintenance, proſperity, and ſucceſs of it, on the 
earth. The Lord pleads his Cauſe, when he preſerves it, 
in ſpite of oppoſition; when he reſtores it, after it has 
been brought low; and when he brings it into repute, and 
increaſes the friends of it. We might notice here the 
following things: | 
1. God pleads his Cauſe, by maintaining a a ſucceſſion 
of witneſſes for it, even in the worſt times. It is a 
Cauſe that always exiſts. Many a cauſe, ſufficiently juſt, 


| hath been loſt, and many a laudable defign hath been de- 


feated; but the Cauſe of God never can periſh. Many 
2 kingdom, extenſive, rich, and powerful, hath been over- 
turned; but the #:ingdom ſet up by the God of heaven, ne- 
ver can be deſtroyed. Many a falſe ſcheme of religion 
hath had its time to be born, and its time to die, becauſe 

| it 
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it was of men; but this counſel and this work, ſeeing it 73 
of God, can never be overthrown. 

It is not, indeed, at all times equally proſperous. The 
great oppoſition made to it, has ſometimes appeared 
to triumph in its ruin, Error, corruption, and wicked- 
; neſs, have prevailed ſo far and wide, that truth and holi- 
neſs ſeemed no where to be found. Yet the Lord hath 
all along maintained his Cauſe. Even in days, moſt re- 
| markable for ignorance of, and enmity againſt the truth, 
He has had a few, who were bleſſed with a knowledge of 
| it, and zeal for it. During the repeated and dreadful a- 
poſtaſies, under the Old-Teſtament diſpenſation, there was 
ö a holy ſeed enabled to cleave to his laws, ſtatutes, and or- 
| dinances. And in the darkeſt, and moſt diſmal time, that 
ever paſſed, or will paſs over the New-Teſtament Church, 
when Antichriſt was in the zenith of his power, the 

; Lord had his Cauſe maintained, in the hands of a few + 
choſen witneſſes, though in a ſtate of great obſcurity. In 


every period of apoſtaſy and corruption in the Churches 
R of the Reformation, he has preſerved his truths and ordi- 
. nances, pure and entire, unto this day. And he hath al- 


ways been promoting his own glory ir in the ſalvation of 
= ſinners by theſe means. 
| Now, when a number of perſons are adi to hold faſt 
| the Cauſe of God, in a time of general apoſtaſy from 
it, this muſt be viewed as one of the methods by which 
| God pleads his Cauſe. We ſaid they are enabled to Bold 
D faſt that Cauſe; for they are as liable, and as prone to 
wander from God's way as other men. It is not becauſe 
ſome naturally love truth and duty more than others, 
that they profeſs the one, and practiſe the other; for all 
are equally enemies to them. God is not indebted or o- 
| bliged to the friends of his Cauſe, for the appearance and 
ſtruggle they make for it, in an evil time. They are but 
unprofitable ſervants; they only do their duty, and it is 
God who enables them to do it. He who has the hearts 
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of all men in his hand, diſpoſes ſome to act a friendly part 
to his intereſt, in a time when iniguity abounds, and the 
love of many waxes cold. And by the teſtimony of the wit- 
neſſes for his Cauſe, in every age, he pleads that Cauſe. 
They are not to be viewed, as a ſet of men united in a 
party, for ſupporting ſome notions of their own, in oppo- 
fition to other parties; ; for that would be their own cauſe, 
and not God's. But, if the religious principles they pro- 
feſs and abide by, are warranted by Divine authority, 
then they are witneſſes for God; and God is, by their 
eans, bearing witneſs to his own Cauſe, for the benefit 
of other men. A teſtimony to the truth, is his teſtimo- 
ny. By it he holds forth his Cauſe to men, and calls 
them to embrace it. It is a banner diſplayed for the truth, 
in a time of degeneracy * error, to which all are call- 
| ed to repair. 

It muſt follow, That it is hazardous to deſpiſe and tri- 
fle with a teſtimony to the Cauſe of God. To load wit- 
neſſes for it with reproach and ridicule, might be done 
with impunity, had men no other than them to deal 
with. But fince the Cauſe is God's, and fince he is bear- 
ing witneſs to it, and pleading it, by means of the teſti- 
mony of his people; it muſt be truly dangerous to deſpiſe 

or ſport with that teſtimony. 

2. God pleads his Cauſe, by means of a pure diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel. This is the great mean of heaven's 
appointment, for promoting his glory in the ſalvation of 
finners. Says Paul, I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Chrift, for it is the power of God unto ſalvation, to every 
one that believeth. It is tendered mighty through God, for 
pulling down the ſtrong holds by which Satan fortifies his 
kingdom in the hearts of men, and for ſetting up the king. 
dom of God within them. The public intereſts of religion 


have generally been advanced thereby. When the 
Lord is about to revive Bis work in the midſt of the years, 
to diſpel the darkneſs of error and wickedneſs, and re- 
ſtore 
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ſtore the knowledge and credit of truth and holineſs; he 
raiſes up a faithful Goſpel-miniſtry, to publiſh his word 
among men. Thus he made his Cauſe to proſper, after 
Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven. He gave his Apoſtles a 
commiſſion to go and preach the Goſpel to every creature. 
There were but few friends to the Cauſe of God at firſt, 
but by means of-the preaching of the word, their num- 
bers increaſed. The Lord added to them daily, ſuch as 
ſhould be ſaved. The Lord himſelf gave the word, and 
great was the company of thoſe who publiſhed it. And 
though Jewiſh prieſts, and heathen rulers united to op- 
poſe the good work, the word of the Lord grew and mul- 
tiplied. As the building of the ſecond temple proſpered 
through the propheſying of Haggat and Zechariah ; ſo the 
Cauſe of God in the Chriſtian Church, was advanced by 
the preaching of the Goſpel. Ten ſucceſſive and dread- 
ful perſecutions failed in attempting to overturn it. The 
more the Church's ſeed was oppreſſed, the more it mul- 
tiplied and grew. | | 
Later periods of the Church's hiſtory, confirm this 
truth. The Reformation from popery, was brought about 
by the rapid progreſs that the light of the Goſpel made 
among the nations. There were no gibbets erected, no 
faggots kindled, no tortures uſed to promote the Cauſe of 
God. Theſe were Antichriſt's artillery. God acquaint» 
ed, at firſt, a few individuals with the truth of the Go- 
ſpel ; he gave them zeal and courage to preach it to others; 
and their labour was not in vain in the Lord. The Cauſe 
of God, which, like the Ark of old, had continued a long 
time in obſcurity, was openly embraced and profeſſed. 
Nor could Antichriſtian threats and curſes, at which the 
nations had been accuſtomed to tremble, deter men from 
eſpouſing it. It is equally well known, that the ſecond 
reformation was brought about by the ſame means, The 
Lord preſerved and countenanced a number of faithful 
Miniſters, in adberence to his Cauſe, at a time when pre- 
latical 


E 
latical darkneſs and ſuperſtition were threatening to fill 
the land. And by his bleſſing upon the Goſpel, theſe 
nations were led to abjure Prelacy, and by moſt ſolemn 
vows, bind themſelves to adhere unto, and ſupport the 
ſcriptural Cauſe of God. ? 
Would we ſee a Reformation, ſo neceſſary in the pre- 
ſent age of ignorance, blaſphemy, and wickedneſs, the 
miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould ſtudy faithfulneſs, dili- 
_ gence, and zeal in their work. It belongs to them, pu- 
blicly to commend the Cauſe of, God to men; to warn 
them of the danger of oppoſing it, or of being indifferent 
about it; and to point out the advantage and honour of 
cleaving to it. And though, in this work, they appear to 
have ſmall ſucceſs for a time, it will not always be ſo. 
The God whom they ſerve, will, in his own time, confirm 
the word of his ſervants, and perform the counſel of his meſ- 
ſengers. His word ſhall not return unto him void; but 
all accompliſh what he pleaſes, and . proſper in the 
thing whereto he ſent it *, ; 
3. God pleads his Cauſe, by pouring out his Holy Spi- 
rit. Though he preſerves a ſucceſſion of witneſſes for his 
Cauſe, and, by his grace, enables them to be honeſt and 
ſteady i in their adherence to it; though he leads out Go- 
ſpel-miniſters to publiſh it, and to uſe every argument to 
perſuade men to embrace it: yet all would prove abor- 
tive, without the ſpecial operations of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Zech. iv. 6. This is the word of the Lord unto Lerubbabel, 
ſaying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
faith the Lord of Hofts. It is owing to the reſtraint of 
the Spirit, that the Cauſe and Work of God becomes low. 
When the ſpiritual rain is withheld, the fat land is turned 
into barrenneſ5. Inftead of any right concern about reli- 
gion, it is, of all others, an object leaſt attended to. Men 
mind their own things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt. 
When the Spirit 0 truth is not ſent to * into all 
truth 
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truth, it is no wonder, that the truth is either not known, 


or hated, and error greedily run after. Had not God 


taken his Holy Spirit away, in a great meaſure, from the 
reformed Churches, the cauſe of truth and religion would 
not have been ſo low in them, as at this day. As the 


Spirit of truth retires, the ſpirit of error and father of 


hes advances : and as the Cauſe of God declines, that of 


Satan is promoted. 
But, when the Lord accompanies the means of his own 


appointment with the influences of the Holy Spirit, a 


ſurpriſing and defirable change takes place, as to the ſtate 
of religion. Though br:ers and thorns, and nothing elſe 
ean come up upon the land of his people, until the Spirit be 


_ poured from on high; yet, when this promiſe is accom- 


pliſhed, the wilderneſs becomes a fruitful field. It is the 
work of the Spirit to remove thoſe prejudices which men 
may have long entertained againſt the Cauſe of God. 
The cleareſt, moſt accurate, and concluſive eſſays of men 
in defence of the truth, will not carry conviction to a mind 
fortified by prejudice againſt it. They may filence an e- 
nemy, but cannot root out his preconceived antipathy a- 
gainſt the truth. A public teſtimony may be framed in 


behalf of it, and againſt dreadful injuries done to it by a 


Church; that Church may not openly and formally at- 
tempt to diſprove the juſtice of ſuch a teſtimony ; and yet 


| perſevere in her corruption and apoſtaſy, as if no ſuch 


teſtimony had been given. The reaſon 1s, that all the 
efforts of men, in behalf of the Cauſe of God, are weak 
and unſucceſsful, without the concurring aid of the 
Spirit. * 

The Spirit of God removes e convinces - and 
fubdues enemies, and enlivens the friends of God's Cauſe. 
In vain, then, would we expect to ſee truth believed and 
profeſſed, the ordinances of God eſteemed and ſucceſsful, 
and true holineſs followed, until the Spirit be poured from 
on high, Until God be pleaſed to do this, we in vain 

E. | look 
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look for any remarkable increaſe of the number of ſaints, 
and of their growth in grace. Nor is it to be thought, 
5 that error will be hated, and truth eſteemed, until the 
| Spirit diſcover the deformity and danger of the one, and 

the beauty and worth of. the other. When he is ſent 

down upon the generation, then the things of the Spirit of 

God will be the objects of men's chief attention, love, and 

delight; while error and corruption will be forſaken and 

execrated, and their * become an abborring to all 

my * 

God ſometimes pleads his Cauſe, by a courſe of 
eee upon the unrelenting enemies of it. When 
men perſiſt in their oppoſition to the intereſts of truth 
and holineſs, notwithſtanding of means uſed to convince 

them of their ſin, and perſuade them to do their duty; 
when they hold faßt deceit, and refuſe to return; when they 
continue their cry, Raze, rave Zion, even to the foundation 
thereof; then the Lord plucks his band out of his boſom for 
her deliverance. The day of his vengeance comes, and the 
year of recompences for the controverſy of Zion. To op- 
poſe the Cauſe of God, is as dangerous. a piece of wick- 
edneſs, as any a nation or people can be guilty of; be- 
cauſe the Lord is the avenger of it, and he is the Lord 

God ommpotent. He may ſeem for a time, and that a 

long time, to. fit ſilent, or remain indifferent, while the 

plowers are plowing on the back of Lion, and making their 
furrows long and deep; but the righteous Lord will at 
length cut afunder the cords of the wicked : He will con- 

found, and turn back all that hate Zion. Lech. xii. 2, 3. 

Behold, I will make Jeruſalem a cup of trembling to all the 

people round about, when they /hall be in the ſiege, both a- 

gainſt Fudah, and againſt Jeruſalem. And in that day 

will I make Jeruſalem a burdenſome ſtone for all people: 

All that burden themſelves with it ſhall be cut in pieces, 

| | though 
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tho all the people of the earth be gathered together a- 
gainſt it. 

The ſcriptures furniſh us with ſufficient evidences, that 
this is God's ordinary method of procedure in pleading 
his Cauſe, after ſofter methods have proved vain. How 
low were his Cauſe and people brought in Egypt and Ba- 
bylon! And by what awful judgments did he work 
their deliverance | ! He brought them out, by a ſtretched out 
arm, and by great Judgments. They ſung on the beach 
of the Red Sea, (Exod. xv. 7.) In the greatneſs of thine ex- 
cellency thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up againſt 
thee : Thou ſenteſt forth thy wrath, which conſumed them 
as ſtubble. And the deliverance of his Church from Ba- 
bylon, was accompliſhed by the total overthrow of that 
impious and cruel monarchy. Beſides, God declares in 
his word, that he will take this way of pleading his 
Cauſe, and of reftoring his work in the Church. Out of 
many paſſages to this purpoſe, we ſhall ſele& theſe which 
follow: Mal. iii. 1, 2, 3. The Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall 
ſuddenly come to his temple. But who may abide the day 
of his coming? or, who fhall ſtand when he appeareth? For 


Be 1s like a refiner's fire, and hike fuller's ſoap. And be 


Hall fit as a refiner and purifier of filver, and ſball purify 


the ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and filver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs. 


Zech. xiii. 8, 9. And it hall come to paſs, that in all the 


land, faith the Lord, two parts therein ſhall be cut off and 


die; but the third ſhall be left therein. And I will bring 
the third part through the fire, and will refine them as fil- 


ver is refined, and try them as gold is tried; they Hall call 


on my name, and I will hear them: I will jay, It is my 
people; and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God. Iſa. iv. 3, 4 
It ſhall come to paſs, that he that is left in Zion, and be 


that remaineth in Jeruſalem, ſhall be called holy, even every 
one that is written among the living in Jeruſalem. When 


the 


6 
the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the filth of the daughters 
Zion, and ſhall have purged the blood of Jeruſalem from 
. the midſt thereof, by the ſpirit of judgment, and by the ſpi- 
rit of burning. Amos ix. 8,—I1. Behold, the eyes of the 
Lord are upon the finful kingdom, and I will deſtroy it from 
- off the face of the earth; ſaving that I will not utterly de- 
ſtroy the houſe of Jacob, faith the Lord. For lo, I will 
command, and I will fift the houſe of Iſrael among all na- 
trons, like as corn is fifted in a ſieve, yet ſhall not the leaſt 
grain fall upon the earth. All the finners of my people ſhall 
die by the fword, which ſay, The evil ſhall not overtake nor 
prevent us. In that day will 1 raiſe up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and cloſe up the breaches thereof ; and 
J will raiſe up his rums, and I will build it as in the 4 
oli 
And the longer that God delays theſe appearances, in 
behalf of his own Cauſe, his triumph over the oppoſition 
made to it will be the more glorious, eſpecially when 


that oppoſition has been long gathering ſtrength, under a 


courſe of divine forbearance. He waits till the cup of his 
adverſaries be ul. In the mean time, the cup of his in- 
dignation is filling; and the longer he delays to pour it out, 
the more b:tzter will the dregs be. Iſa. xlii. 13, 14. The 
LORD fhall go forth as a mighty man, he ſhall ſtir up jea- 
louſy like a man of war: be ſhall cry, yea, roar; be ſhall 
prevail againſt his enemies. I have long time holden my peace; 
T have been till, and refrained myſelf; now will I cry like 
a travailing woman; I will deſtroy, and devour at once, 
Confidering the ſtubborn oppoſition which hath long been 
made to the Reformation-cauſe in theſe lands, we have 
| reaſon to fear that the Lord may be about to come out of 
Bis place to puniſh the inhabitants for their iniquity. Whe- 
ther he may do this ſoon, none can pretend to know; 
but it is certain, that it is long fince he might juſtly have 
done ſo. Since the days of our fathers we have been in a 
great treſpaſs until this day. We have gradually depart- 

ed 


(I 


ed from the purity of the Goſpel, and Goſpel-ordinancesz 
and ſeem, in the preſent time, to be ſtill waxing worſe 
and worſe. And God only knows when a growing apo- 
ſtaſy will end, becauſe he alone can put a merciful period 
to its progreſs. He is the healer of back/:dings. But woe 
to the inhabitants of the land. if God ſhall be provoked to 
uſher in another Reformation, by a courſe of judgment 
and calamity ! He hath long /tricten us in different ways, 
and we have refuſed to receive correction. But he faith, 
when Bis hand is lifted up, and men will not ſee, yet they 
ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed *. When nine ſucceſſive plagues 
did not effectuate Iſrael's releaſe from Egypt; God ſaid 
to Moſes, I will yet bring one plague more upon Pha- 
raoh and Egypt, and afterwards he will let you go 
bence +. He hath many other expedients for pleading 
Zion's controverſy, and reſtoring his Cauſe to credit, than 
he hath yet uſed. The boaſted peace and proſperity of 
the nation at this time, is by no means an evidence that 
the day of God's vengeance 1s at a diſtance, He can dark- 
en the earth in a clear day; and often when men ſay, Peace 
and ſafety, then ſudden de efiruction cometh upon them t. But 
we go on to | 
Ons. IV. That when the Cauſe of God is low, and 
much oppoſed, his people ſhould pray for his ariſing to 
plead it. A proper example of this 1s ſet before them by 
the Church here. Ariſe, O God, plead thine own Cauſe. 
1. Their praying thus, evidences their regard to God's 
authority, and their love to his Cauſe. The Lord ex- 
preſsly requires, that the welfare and proſperity of his 
intereſt in the Church, ſhould be matter of prayer to his 
people. They are bound to pray for the peace of Feru- 
ſalem; and they ſhall proſper that love her. They are not 
to keep filence, nor give him reſt, till he eftabliſh, and till he 
make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. It is promiſed (Pſal. 
Ixxii. 15.) that prayer ſhall be made for him continnally. 
Our Lord himſelf ſtands in no need of his people's prayers. 
God 

Ila. xxvi. 11. + Exod, xi. 1. f Amos viii. 9.; 1 Thel. v. 1. 
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God hath made him af bleſſed for ever, as s Mediator, and 

bath made him excceding glad with his countenance. He is 

the object of unceaſing praiſes in the ſtate of glory, and fo 

cannot be prayed for in the Church below. The promiſe 

muſt, therefore, mean, that prayer ſhall be made, for the 

proſperity of his kingdom in the world; the ſucceſs of his 

ordinances; the ingathering of ſinners to him; the ſpiritu- 
al eſtabliſhment and advancement of his people in grace; 

and the overthrow of every intereſt oppoſite to his. This 

is to pray for him. And if he reckon of what is done to 

one of the leaſt of his brethren, as done unto himſelf; he will 

ſurely make the ſame account of thoſe prayers, which 

i are put up in behalf of his whole Cauſe on the earth. His 

al people manifeſt their regard to his authority by being 

1 ü thus exerciſed. 

| Thus, alſo, they teſtify their love to his Cauſe. It lies 

near the heart of every Chriſtian, who acts in character. 

. : He conſiders himſelf as deeply intereſted in it. His moſt 

| valuable concerns are intimately connected with it. He 

' ſeeks the peace of the ſpiritual city, and prays unto the Lord 

| for it, becauſe in the peace thereof, be ſhall have peace. 

They miſtake their own intereſt, who confine their pray- 

ers to themſelves, and forget Zion. If the general ſtate 

of religion be under a conſumption, their /eanneſs, as in- 

dividuals, will doubtleſs ze/tzfy againſt them. When, on 

the other hand, Zion is reſtored to proſperity, each of her 

children has his own particular ſhare thereof, and is made 

11 if glad with her. So that it is not eaſy to conceive, how 

1! one can be really concerned about perſonal, and yet be 
. : indifferent about public religion; or, how a man can pray 
| F i with faith and fervour, about himſelf, and yet negle to 
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pray about the Cauſe of God. This, however, is certain, 
that the. dutiful Chriſtian loves God's righteous Cauſe, 
and, therefore, when he approaches the throne of grace 
in his own behalf, he /ets Jeruſalem come into his mind. 
2. The 


Jer. li. 50. 
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2. The prayer in our text evidences, that the Lord's peos 
ple had a humble ſenſe of their own weakneſs and inca- 
pacity for doing any thing effectual in behalf of his Cauſe. 
Confidering their condition, at the time to which this 
Pſalm refers, the truth of this muſt be obvious. By the 
rivers of Babylon, they could do little more than weep, 
when they remembered Zion. Equally deſtitute of reli- 
gion and humanity, their impious enemies inſulted them 
in the day of their diſtreſs. The - ſacred ſervices of the 
God of heaven were the objects of their ridicule. While 
the captives were mingling their tears with the rivers, the 
profane inhabitants of Babylon ſportingly aſked them to 
fing one of the ſongs of Zion. In ſuch a fituation, what 
could the well-wiſhers of Zion do, but pray that God 
would ariſe, and plead his own Cauſe? 

In every age, and in whatever circumſtances the Cauſe 
of God may be, his people can do nothing effectual for 
promoting it. They may fiſt themſelves upon its fide, 
and may be very faithful and warm in their attachment 
to it, but they cannot make it proſperous, or ſucceſsful. 
Though the Lord make uſe of them as inſtruments for 
advancing his work in the Church, yet by his own pow- 
er it is promoted and carried on. All the endeavours of 
men muſt prove vain, if the Lord do not crown them 
with his efficacious bleſſing. Except the Lord build the 
houſe, they labour in vain that build it. Except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 

And there are times in which the Cauſe of God meets 


with ſuch furious and powerful oppoſition, that the pre- 


ſervation of it 1s a proof of its being his Cauſe. Often 


hath religion been brought ſo very low, that had not God 


been engaged in ſupporting it, it had been overthrown. 
1f it bad not been the Lord who was upon its fide, when 
men roſe up againſt it, they had ſwallowed it up, when their 
wrath was kindled againſt it. The contenders againſt the 
Faith which was once delivered unto the ſaints, have often 

| | | been 
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been ſo numerous He formidable, that its friends have 
found comfort and ſucceſs, only in imitating a worthy 
king, who ſaid, We have no might againſt this great com- 
pany that cometh againſt us; neither know we what to do: 
but our eyes are pon the. 

3. The prayer in this text, evidences the faith of God's 
ability and willingneſs to plead his own Cauſe. When 
the captive Children of Zion ſpread forth their hands, there 


| avas none on earth to comfort them. Their necks were un- 
dier perſecution ; ſervants ruled over them, and there was 
none that did deliver them out of their band . 8o far 


from having any proſpe& of getting back to their own 
land, and re-enjoying their former privileges, they had e- 
very reaſon, from their preſent fituation, to apprehend 
that their bondage would be perpetual. Inſtead of re- 
lenting, their pitileſs enemies ſhewed them no mercy, but 
laid on their yoke very heavily t. But though there was 
no human power appeared to befriend them, or to whom 


they could apply, they knew that the God of heaven, 


who had formerly owned them as his people in a ſignal 
manner, was able to help them. And as there was ftill 
acceſs to his throne, and ſtill ſome remains of faith among 
them, they directed their prayer to him, and looked up g. 
He who had torn them, could heal them ; he who had Bro- 
en them, could bind them up. He who had delivered the 
dearly beloved of his ſoul into the hand of ber enemies, was 
fully able to turn back her captivity. And he had pledg- 
ed his promiſe that he would do ſo, Jer. 1. 33, 34. Thus 


faith the LORD of hoſts; The children of Iſrael, and the 


children of Fudah were oppreſſed to ether : and all that took 
them captives held them faſt ; they refuſed to let them go. 
Their Redeemer is ſtrong ; The LORD of hoſts is his name; 
He ſhall throughly plead their cauſe, that he may give reſt 
to the land, and diſquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. In 


+ 4 Chron, XX. 12. # Lam. i. 17. and v. 5, 8. f Ifa. xlvii. 6. 


$ Pla. v. 3. 
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the faith of this, therefore, they pray, as here, 4r3/e, O 
God, plead thine. own Cauſe. 

In like manner ſhould the people of God ſtill pray in 
behalf of the cauſe of truth, religion, and reformation, in 


a time when it is low and much oppoſed. Though they 


can do nothing to purpoſe in its behalf, yet the God, 


whoſe Cauſe it is, is God Almighty. He is wiſe, to de- 


viſe means for reſtoring his work; and he is powerful, to 
give ſucceſs to theſe means. Can infinite Wiſdom be out- 


witted, by the policy and ſubtlety of Hell and Earth? 


or, can Omnipotence be defeated, by the feeble efforts of 
thoſe very creatures to which it gave being? Surely not. 
The enemies of God's intereſt in the Church are nothing 
before him. When he ariſes, they are ſcattered; and 


thoſe that hate him fly before him. As ſmoke ts driven a- 


way, ſo doth he drive them away: as wax melteth before 
the fire, ſo do the wicked periſh at the preſence of God v. 
As he is able, ſo he is equally willing to plead his Cauſe, 
His love to his own glory, to the ſalvation of men's ſouls, 
and to the truths and ordinances of his appointment, can 
never wax cold. Judah can never be totally forſaken, nor 
Iſrael of his God, even though their land be filled with fin 
againſt him f. Zion may be left to ſay, as ſhe did of old, 
The Lord hath forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me; 


yet ſhe is ſtill graven upon the palms of his hands, and her 


walls are continually before him t. And in his own time, 
he will prove, not only his power, but his good will to 


reſtore the intereſts of religion in the Church. Long 


threeſcore and ten years was the Cauſe of God low, very 
low, through his juſt indignation againſt Jeruſalem, and 
the cities of Judab; yet at the end of that period, he 
returned to Jeruſalem with mercies, and his houſe was built 


in it . And though the Lord has long delayed to make 


any remarkable appearance on the fide of his Cauſe, in 


theſe lands, we ſhould beware of diſcrediting his defign 
| F 5 oF 
* Pſal, Ixviii. I, 2. + Jer. li. 5. f IIa. xlix. 14. 16. $ Zech. i. 12. 16. 
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or intention of doing ſo. He is not, he cannot become 
indifferent about truth and duty, or about error and fin. 
He will at length appear, for promoting the intereſts. of 
the former, and deſtroying thoſe of the latter. In the 
faith of this, we ſhould pray, Arie, O God, plead thine 
own 4 — 

The Lord hath promiſed to plead his 0 auſe, in an- 


3 to the prayers of his people. The great end he hath 


in view, in reſtoring his work in the Church to a proſpe- 
rous ſtate, is his own glory. When the Cauſe of truth and 
religion is borne down by ignorance, malignity, and in- 
difference, the glory of God is (to ſpeak. ſo,) under a vail. 
God is not in men's thoughts, profeſſions, or deſigns. In- 
ſtead of beholding Bis glory, and doing all with an eye to 
it, they live without God in the world“. He is thus 
much out of ſight when his Cauſe is low. But when he 
pleads it, he ariſes, ſo as to be ſeen by men. He mani- 
feſts himſelf, to the comfort of ſome, and the confuſion of 
others. His power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, are ſo emi- 
nently diſplayed ſometimes on the fide of his Cauſe and 
people, that his enemies cannot refiſt the neceſlity they 
feel themſelves under, to acknowledge his hand. Thus, 
at the deliverance from Babylon; they faid among the hea- 
then, The Lord hath done great things for them+. To 
manifeſt his own glory, therefore, is God's great end in 
pleading his own Cauſe. But this is connected with his 
anſwering the prayers of his people. When they pray 
acceptably in behalf of his Cauſe, the chief argument they 
uſe is his glory. This is evidently implied in calling it 
his own Cauſe. So that his glorifying himſelf, by plead- 
ing that Cauſe, is juit the anfwer of their prayers. This 
plainly appears from Pſa. cii. 16, 179. When the Lord 
Jhall build up Zion; he ſhall appear in- his glory. He will 
regard the prayer o the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their 
Prayer. 


* Eph. ui. 12. + Pla, cxxvi. 2. 
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This affords notable encouragement to make uſe of the 
prayer in our text. All who love God's righteous Cauſe, 
and make their cry to aſcend up before him on its behalf, 

ſhall never have to complain of his ſbutting out their pray- 
er. Such prayers are his delight; and when the ſet time 
comes, they ſhall be fully anſwered. Let us contemplate 
the wonderful works which he hath done, in anſwer to the 
ſupplications of his people. Never was his Cauſe in fuch 
a deſperate ſtate, but the prayers of the Church for its 
preſervation and proſperity, have always prevailed againſt 
the malice and craft of its moſt inveterate foes. In Egypt 
the people cried unto the Lord; be heard their groanings, 
and came down and delivered them. He heard the voice 
of the captives in this text, who preferred Jeruſalem above 
their chief joy; He deftroyed the daughter of Babylon, and 
booſed the priſoners*. In fine, remember how he aroſe, 
and pled his Cauſe in the time of Mordecai, in anſwer to 


the prayers of his people. A plot, deep as hell, was laid 


for ruining the Cauſe of God, by extirpating all the pro- 
feſſors of it. But the ſtratagem of the perſecutor was o- 
verturned, and the vengeance which he meditated and in- 
tended for others, came down on his own head. 8 


— 


It remains now, that we conſider the Improvement 


which ſhould be made of this ſubject. 1 | 

1. It affords us great matter of thankfulneſs. It de- 
mands our gratitude, that the Lord hath. been pleaſed to 
make. known his Cauſe in that part of the world where 
we dwell. He hath given us bis ſtatutes and judgments ; 
he hath not dealt ſo with every nation, In an early pe- 
riod of the Chriſtian Church, did the Lord viſit this Iſland 
with the Goſpel; and it hath continued in it ever ſince. 
He hath effabliſhed a teſtimony, and appointed a law in our 
Iſrael, which he commanded our fathers, that they ſhould 


make them known to their children: That the generation to - 


come might know them, even the children which ſhould be 


Born. It is matter of thankfulneſs, that he hath baffled 


all 
® Pfal, exxxvii. 6, 8, 
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all che attempts of Satan and wicked men, in this country, 


to extirpate his Cauſe, Though it hath been often cat 
down, yet not dęſtroyed. We ſhould commemorate, with 


grateful hearts, the repeated and ſignal appearances which 


he hath made on the fide of it, particularly in both the 
periods of Reformation. In fine, it is ground of thank- 
fulneſs and praiſe, (though few in the preſent age ſeem 
diſpoſed to acknowledge it,) that the Lord enabled a num- 
ber of Miniſters and Chriſtians, to lift up a Teſtimony for 
the Cauſe of truth, religion, and reformation, in oppoſi- 
tion to the apoſtaſy and defections of the times; and that 
he hath preſerved and ſupported that Teſtimony among 
the hands of this Synod, notwithſtanding of ſome break- 
ing diſpenſations of Providence, which y_ from time 
to time, paſſed over them 

2. This ſubject ſuggeſts ground for mourning. If the 
Cauſe of God be ſo honourable and glorious, there is rea- 
ſon to lament, that it ſhould ever be brought low, and ſo 
very low as it is in the preſent time. Many are ignorant 
of it. Though this age be famous for improvements of 
various kinds, yet the knowledge of true religion, is what 
few ſeem to be careful to improve in. Too many are to 
be met with, who are deeply ſkilled in arts and ſciences, 
renowned for their ſucceſs in philoſophical diſcoveries, and 
their activity in promoting uſeful and lucrative manufac- 
tures, who yet are almoſt as ignorant as Africans about 
the peculiar doQrines of religion. There is great reaſon 


to lament over the ſad careleſſneſs about the Cauſe of God 
which prevails. Many who know, and can talk about 


religion, are, nevertheleſs, very indifferent about it. 


Many, to whom we would not deny the character of gra- 


cious perſons, never reckon it their duty to make an yy” 
appearance on the fide of God's Cauſe in an evil time. 
The grievous oppoſition that is made to religion in the 


preſent age, calls for deep concern. There are not on- 


ly many ignorant of it, and others indifferent about it, 


but 
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but ſome profeſs enmity againſt it. The nation abounds 


with men, eſpecially in the more affluent and learned 


ranks of life, who affect to laugh at the Bible- religion. 
They uſe the freedom to think for themſelves, and will 
not be bound to think about themſelves, and about God, 


as He hath taught them in his word. Hence, therr thoughts 
are not God's thoughts; nor their ways, bis ways*. 80 
far from it, that it would appear to be an eſſential article 
of the free-thinking ſcheme, never to think ſerwoufly,—ne- 
ver to think about God, or 3 or heaven, or 
hell. * 


But beſides theſe, very grievous oppoſition i is made to 


the Cauſe of God, by the various erring ſocieties that a- 
bound. How keenly are the moſt perverſe and deſtruc- 
tive herefies propagated by many! Is not another” go/- 
pel too much ſubſtituted in the room of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt? Even where the principal doctrines of Chrif. 
tianity are not openly denied or ſpoken againſt, yet how 
induſtriouſly are they concealed and neglected? The doc- 


trines of the univerſal corruption of human nature, of the 


finner's guilty and curſed flate under the firſt covenant, of 
free juſtification by faith in the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, of true holineſs as the fruit of pardon and peace with 
God: theſe and other precious doctrines are left to fleep 
in obſcurity, while perſons are-entertained with ſplendid 
deſcants on virtues and vices. How much hath the wor- 


ſhip of God been profaned, by an indiſcriminate admiſ- 


ſion of perſons to ſealing ordinances; as if the table of God 
were ſo contemptible, that every ignorant or profane per- 


ſon, might be warrantably allowed to fit down thereat; 
ie een bread were ale, nenne N 


caſt to the dogs ! —_ * 
And although, in the kindneſs and love of God; be dif. 
poſed ſome to lift up a Teſtimony for his Cauſe, and a- 


gainſt former and preſent corruptions, yet, with what aſ- 
ſiduity 


* Ifa, ly. 8. | a 
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fiduity and perſeverance, hath it all along been oppoſed? 
How induſtrious and diligent have ſome men been to be- 

8 get and ſtrengthen prejudices againſt it? The friends of it 
= J have been made a gazing-/tock by reproaches. Not only 
| has the National Church continued to deſpiſe it, and to 
| perſiſt in her backſliding courſe in ſpite of it; but others, 
under pretence of greater zeal and honeſty, have formed 
ſeparate communions, in ſuch a way, as to ſuit the looſe 
taſte of the age, and keep them ignorant of the Reforma- 
tion-cauſe, By all theſe means it hath been brought very 
dow. So that there is great reaſon to renew the lamen- 
tation of the Prophet: Oh, that my head were waters, and 
my mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
| | night, ſor my people; — for they be all adutterers, and an 
| aſſembly of treacherous men: and they bend their tongues 
like tbeir bow for lies; but they are not valiant for the truth 
Ti apon the earth: for they proceed from evil to evil, and they 
{ = | know not me, ſaith the Lord *. 
54 3. This ſubject teacheth us, that ſuch as oppoſe the 
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17 Cauſe of God, have reaſon to be afraid. The Lord will 
1 have that Cauſe vindicated, and reſtored to proſperity and 


By Him Jacob. hall ariſe, though he be ſmall. And when 
He comes to plead the intereſts of his own glory, by re- 
ſtoring truth and holineſs to credit and eſteem, He will 
do it at the expence of every other intereſt. His Cauſe 
and oppoſite cauſes cannot flouriſh together. Theſe have 
proſpered when the Cauſe of God has been low. But in 
the ſet time for having mercy on Zion, God's Cauſe ſhall 
riſe, and every cauſe, which is not his, ſhall fall. It is a 
matter of no moment with him, that the cauſe of error 
and corruption is well ſupported, and that it has been ſo 
for a long time. The mighty, the noble, the wiſe men of 
the world, have ordinarily been. its abettors and ſteady 
friends. The general voice of the multitude is loud in 
> fag | | its 


o Jer. ix. 1, 8, 3. 


i 3 reputation, by whatever means, and at whatever expence. 
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its favours. But w art thou, O great mountain ? before 


Zerubbabel, a plain. What reſiſtance can an arm of fleſh 
make to the Lord our God“? 

When he ari/eth to plead his Cauſe, he will redreſs the 
injuries which it hath ſuſtained. He does not forget the 
voice of bis enemies, nor the tumult of thoſe that riſe up a- 
gainſt him. He cannot overlook all the ſufferings of his 
people on account of his Cauſe. The day of vengeance is 
in his heart, and the year of his redeemed will come. Then 
it will be found, that though to appear againſt the Cauſe 
of God was faſhionable, and the way to make men po- 
pular in the world, yet it was far from being ſafe for 
themſelves. Then thoſe on the Lord's fide, who now have 
their time of weeping, will have abundant cauſe for ſpi- 
ritual joy; while the mirth of his enemies will be turned 


into mourning, and their organ into the voice of them that 


weep. - Ia. IXvi. 13—16. As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, ſo will I comfort you, and ye ſhall be comforted in 
Jeruſalem. And when ye ſee this, your heart ſhall rejoice, 
and your bones ſhall flouriſh like an herb : and the hand of 
the Lord ſhall be known towards his ſervants, and his in- 
dignation againſt his enemies. For behold, the Lord will 


come with fire, and with his chariots ike a whirlwind, to 


render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of 
fire. For by fire, and by his ſword, will the Lord plead 
with all fleſh, and the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many. 
Ch. Ixv. 11—14. Ye are they that forſake the Lord, that 
for get my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, 
and furniſb a drink-offering unto that number. Therefore, 


will I number you to the fword, and ye ſhall bow down to 


the laughter; becauſe when I called, ye did not anſwer 5 - 
when I ſpake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, 
and did chooſe that wherein 1 delighted not. Therefore, 
thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, my ſervants ſhall eat, hut 
Je ſhall be hungry ; behold, my ſervants ſhall drink, but ye 


ſhall 


* Zech, iv. 7. 
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Fall be thirſty 5 behold, my ſervants Jhall rejoice, but ye 


ſhall be aſhamed; behold my ſervants ſhall ng for joy of 
heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, and ſhall how! 
for vexation of ſpirit. And ye ſhall leave your name for a 
curſe unto my choſen. 

4. In fine, we may, from this ſubject, learn our dur 
with regard to God's Cauſe. 

Let us ſtudy to be heartily engaged on the fide of it. 
We make a diſtinguiſhed profeſſion of adherenee to it, in 
oppoſition to the general defection from it, both in for- 


mer and preſent times. But it is of great importance to 


be cleaving to it with purpoſe of heart; to have a warm 
love to the truths and ordinances of God, ſpringing from 
love to God himſelf. Without this, our eſpouſing a Teſ- 
timony for the Cauſe of God, is an impoſition upon 0- 


©  thers, and can be of no advantage to ourſelves. We will 


ever be in danger of turning our backs upon it. In or- 
der to ſtedfaſtneſs, it is neceſſary that we be rooted and 
grounded in love to Chriſt and his truth. 

Let us ſtudy to be faithful to the Caufe of God. Hath 
he placed it among our hands? It is a folemn truſt that 


we muſt give account of. Keep that which is committed 


to thy truſt, We cannot, with impunity, give up with 

any thing that belongs to it. We would purchaſe the fa- 

vour and applauſe of men at too dear a rate, by diſpen- 

fing with one article -of the truth, That which ye have 
already, hold faſt till I come *. 

Let us ſtudy to be affected at the how ſtate of God's 
Cauſe in the preſent time. What dutiful ſon would not 
be grieved, to hear his father's name unjuſtly reproach- 
ed, and to ſee thieves rifling his property? What duti- 
ful ſubject's heart would not ſwell with vexation and re- 
ſentment, to ſee the prerogatives of his lawful prince in- 
vaded, and his dominion overturned, either by a foreign 


| n or a a rebellious faction in his own kingdom? How 


much 


* Rev. ii. 25. 
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much more reaſon have thoſe, who would prove them- 


ſelves faithful to God and his Cauſe, to, be deeply con- 
cerned on account of the oppoſition made to it? Moe to 


them that are at eaſe in Zion ; and are not grieved for the 


affiition of Faſeph ! 

Let us not diſeſteem the Cauſe of God, though our ad- 
herence to it may expoſe us to the contempt and ridicule 
of other men. If the world hath nothing to reproach us 
for but this, then the Lord reckons our reproach his own, 
as appears from ſeveral paſſages of this Pſalm. And it is 
our conſolation, that he is able, and will wipe it away. 
The reproach of Chriſt, ſhould always be the Chriſtian's. 


glory. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and per- 
ſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly 
for my ſake.. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is 


your reward in heaven *. 

Let us pray for the Lord's arifing to ae his own 
Cauſe. He alone can do it to purpoſe. All the endea- 
vours of his people muſt prove abortive, till his /et time 
# favour Zion come. In the mean time, he requires, and 
expects, that his people will put Bim in remembrance, by 


frequent and fervent prayer.. There is, perhaps, too lit- 


tle praying about the Cauſe of God among us, which is 
an evidence that the reſtoration of it is an event as yet at 
ſome diſtance. It is, in a ſpecial manner, incumbent up- 
on the Miniſters of the Lord, to continue inſtant in prayer 
for his pleading bis own Cauſe. Ia. Ixii. 6, 7. I have 


| fet watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, which ſhall not 


hold their peace day nor night : Ye that make mention of 
the Lord, keep not filence; and give him no reſt, till he efta- 
bli/h, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 
Let us believe that he will ariſe, and plead his own: 
Cauſe. Though he may appear for a time lile a man a- 
ftonied, and as a mighty man that cannot ſave +; yet 
he has a time fixed, in which he will awake as one out of 


| Neep,. 
9 Matth. v. II, 14. + Jer xiv. 9, 


1 

eep, and like a mighty man that ſhouteth by reafon of wine ; 
he will ſmite his enemies, and put them to a perpetual re- 
proach*. His love to his Cauſe is the ſame, and he is as 
determined as ever to make it glorious. He delays his 
remarkable appearances on the ſide of it, to try the faith 
and patience of his people, and to permit his enemies to 
fill up the meaſure of their iniquity, But the time will 
come, when he will build Zion, and appear in his glory. 
Let us, therefore, wait and pray for it, ſaying, as the 
Church here, Ariſe, O God, plead thine own Cauſe. : 


1 Pſal. Ixxyiii. 65, 66. 


